California Trail Journals

Last Name Frist Name Year Title of Publication

Anonymous Anonymous 1852  Overland in 1852: The McGuirk Diary

Abell James Scott 1849  Journal of Migration to California, Spring of 1849

Alexander William 1859  Diary, 26 pages

Anable Henry Sheldon 1852

Applegate Jesse A. 1848  Wayhbill of the Applegate Trail in 1848

Applegate Lindsay 1846  Notes and Reminiscences of Laying out and Establishing the Old Emigrant Road into Southern Oregon in the Year 1846
Applegate Lindsay 1846  Diary of Lindsay Applegate: Organizer and Leader of The South Trail Expedition of 1846

Aram Joseph 1846  Across the continent in a caravan : recollections of a journey from New York through the western wilderness and over the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific in 1846
Arnold Ransom Josiah 1860  Diary of Ransom Josiah Arnold of Copley, Sumit County, Ohio

Athearn Prince Allen 1849 The Log Book of P. A. Athearn

Averett George Washington Gill 1849  Reminiscence

Badman Philip 1849  Original diary

Banks John Edwin 1849 The Buckeye Rovers in the Gold Rush : an edition of two diaries

Batchelder Amos 1849  Journal of a tour across the continent of North America from Boston, via Independence, Missouri, the Rocky Mountains, to San Francisco, by Amos Batchelder in 1849
Beers Louis 1852  Diary, 1852

Beeson John 1853 A plea for the Indians

Beeson Welborn 1853  Oregon & Applegate Trail Diary of Welborn Beeson in 1853

Bennett James 1850 Overland journey to California : Journal of James Bennett

Beresford J.H. 1852  Diary, 1852

Bonney Benjamin Franklin 1846  Recollections of Benjamin Franklin Bonney

Bonney Benjamin Franklin 1846  Benjamin Franklin Bonney Pioneer of 1845

Bonney Benjamin Franklin 1846  Across the plains by prairie schooner. Personal narrative of B.F. Bonny of his trip to Sutter's Fort, California in 1846
Bourne Ezra 1850 Diary of an overland journay to California in 1850, from the journal of Ezra Bourne

Bowton James 1852 James Bowton’s Diary — Going to Califorinia for Gold in 1852

Brooks F. W. 1849  Journal of a Trip to California, 1849

Brown Alonzo F. 1859  Autobiography of Alonzo F. Brown

Brown Charles 1850 Diary

Brown James Berry 1859  Journal of a journey across the plains in 1859

Brown John Evans 1849 Memoirs of a Forty Niner

Brown John Evans 1849  Memoirs of an American Gold Seeker

Brown Tabitha Moffatt 1846 A Brimfield Heroine- Mrs. Tabitha Brown

Brown Tabitha Moffatt 1846  Recollections of Grandma Brown

Brown Tabitha Moffatt 1846  The 1846 Journey and Oregon Experience of Tabitha Moffett Brown

Brown Tabitha Moffatt 1846  Clark & Tabitha Brown



Last Name First Name Year Title of Publication

Brown Tabitha Moffatt 1846 A Brimfield Heroine

Brown Tabitha Moffatt 1846  Grandmother on Horseback: The Story of Tabitha Moffatt Brown

Bruff J. Goldsborough 1849  Gold rush : the journals, drawings, and other papers of J. Goldsborough Bruff

Bruff J. Goldsborough 1849 Condensed excerpts from diary covering Wyoming only

Bryarly Wakeman 1849  Trail to California: The Overland Journal of Vincent Geiger and Wakeman Bryarly

Budd Daniel H. 1852  An Annotated Transcription of Daniel H. Budd's Overland Trail Journal

Burbank Augustus Ripley 1849  Diary

Burt Ellen 1853  Royal Way West, Vol 2, Crossing the Plains, 1853

Bushnell Rev. Daniel Edwin 1862  Diary, original manuscript, 195 pages

Butterfield Ira H. Jr. 1861  Michigan to California in 1861

Byrne Napoleon Bonaparte 1859 letters, 10 pages

Campbell David 1846  Pioneer of 1846

Campbell David 1846  Sketch of Hardships Endured by Those Who Crossed the Plains in '46

Carpenter Helen McGowen 1857 Carpenter, Helen McCowen, Diary, May 26th, 1856 - July 5th

Carpenter Helen McGowen 1857  Helen Carpenter: A Trip Across the Plains in an Ox Wagon, 1857

Carriger Nicholas 1846  Diary of Nicholas Carriger

Carstarphen James E. 1849 My Trip to California in 1849

Cartwright David W. 1852  Natural History of Western Wild Animals and Guide for Hunters, Trappers, and Sportsmen, 1875
Chandler Knowlton 1852  Diary, April 27 to August 19, 1852

Chapman William W. 1849  Chapman Diary

Chapman William W. 1849  Diary (Excerpts from the diary of Mr. W. W. Chapman)

Chase Alexander W. 1861  Alexander W. Chase Overland Journal, 1861

Child Andrew 1852  Overland route to California; description of the route, via Council Bluffs, lowa

Chillson Lorenzo Dow 1859  original manuscript, 120 pages

Christy Thomas 1850 Thomas Christy’s Road across the Plains

Clarke William John Jr. 1849  Journey to the El Dorado: Diary of William John Clarke, Jr.

Cobbey John Furmes 1850 Journal, 1850

Cole Gilbert 1852  In the Early Days Along the Overland Road

Cole Gilbert 1852  Memories of an American Plainsman : recollections of the early days along the Overland Trail from Michigan to Nebraska Territory in 1852
Comstock Noah D. 1853  OVERLAND JOURNEY FROM ASH HOLLOW, NEBRASKA, TO SIERRA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, 1853
Cornwall Joseph H. 1846 A Letter to Oliver B. Huston, Written May 3, 1927 by Laura Cornwall (daughter)

Cornwall Joseph H. 1846 A Historical Sketch of the Family of Reverend J.A. Cornwall in Arkansas and on the Plains to Oregon
Cornwall Joseph H. 1846  Narrative of Joseph Cornwall: Crossing the Plains to Oregon in 1846

Cornwall Pierre Barlow 1848  Life Sketch of Pierre Barlow Cornwall

Cummings Charles J. 1859 Journal of the Trip Across the Plains from lowa to Oregon in 1859



Last Name First Name Year Title of Publication

Cummings Charles J. 1859 Charles J. Cummings 1859

Currier Elizabeth B. (Foster) 1846  Crossing the Plains in 1846

Dalton Dr. John 1852  Diary of John Dalton, 1852

Daughters J. M. 1852  Journal of J. M. Daughters from Indiana to the Crossing of the Truckee River

Deady Lucy Ann Henderson 1846  Heartbreak and Hope on the Applegate Trail

Deady Lucy Ann Henderson 1846  Crossing the Plains to Oregon in 1846

Deady Lucy Ann Henderson 1846  Young Adventure

Deady Lucy Ann Henderson 1846  Lucy Ann Henderson Deady

Decker Peter 1849 The diaries of Peter Decker: Overland to California in 1849 and Life in the Mines, 1850- 1851
Delano Alonzo 1849  Life on the Plains and Among the Diggings

Delano Alonzo 1849  Alonzo Delano's California correspondence: being letters hitherto uncollected from the Ottawa (Illinois) Free trader and the New Orleans True delta, 1849-1952
Dickinson William Le Grand 1846  Reminiscences of a trip across the Plains in 1846 and early days in California

Dowell Benjamin Franklin 1850 Crossing the Plains in 1850

Dutton Jerome 1850  Across the Plains in 1850

Earnshaw William 1860  Across the Plains. Adventures of a Party of Wisconsin Pioneers to Western Gold Fields
Evans James A. 1860 Journal of a Trip to Oregon

Evans James W. 1850 Journal, or a trip to California across the plains in the year 1850

Fenn Stephen S. 1850 French Camp

Finley Newton G. 1852 Memoirs of Travel, 1852

Finley Newton G. 1852

Foster William C. 1850 Gold Rush Journey: A Letter by William C. Foster, 1850

Freeman John Francis 1852  Journal Kept by John F. Freeman

Frink Margaret A. 1850 A Journal of the Adventures of a Party of California Gold-Seekers

Gage Stephen T. 1852  Diary of Stephen T. Gage, Pioneer April 21 1852-July 27, 1852

Garrison Abraham Ellison, Rev. 1846 Life and labour of Rev. A. E. Garrison

Garrison Abraham Henry 1846  Reminiscences of A. H. Garrison

Gaylord Orange 1850 Diary of Orange Gaylord to California and Oregon in 1850

Gazley James Franklin 1854  Elmer Gazley, Canyonville, Oregon. A Personal Interview, November 9, 1938

Gibson J. Watt 1849  Recollections of a Pioneer

Gill Harriet Tarleton 1853  The Overland Journey in 1853, Diary of Harriet Tarleton Gill

Gould Jane Augusta 1862  microfilm of manuscript diary, 88 pages

Gould Jane Augusta 1862 Jane A. Gould - Her Journal

Graham Alpheus N. 1852  Journal Kept By Alpheus N. Graham From Coles County, lllinois to California in the Year 1852
Green Jay 1852  Diary of Jay Green, pages 14-17

Guill Mary Jane 1860 The Overland Diary of a Journey from Livingston County, Missouri, to Butte County, California



Last Name
Hackney

Hampton
Hanna
Harlan
Hayden
Headley
Hecox
Hecox
Hecox
Hester
Hester
Hill

Hill

Hills
Hills
Hills
Hills
Hinds
Hoffman
Hoffman
Hoffman
Hoffman
Horton
Howell
Hulin
Hulin
Hulin
Ingalls
Johnston
Jones
Kahler
Keen
Keller
Kellogg

Kingman

First Name
Joseph

William Perry
William

Aaron Ward
Jacob S.

Ezekiel W.
Adna Andress
Margaret M.
Margaret M.
Sallie (Maddock)
Sallie (Maddock)
John Berry
John Birney
Cornelius
Cornelius
Cornelius
Cornelius

T.W.

Benjamin
William

William

William

Emily McGowan
Elijah Preston
Lester

Lester

Lester

Eleazar Stillman
William

Evan O.

William

Richard Augustus
George
Dr. M. G.

Henry

Year
1849

1852
1850
1850
1852
1849
1846
1846
1846
1849
1849
1850
1850
1847
1847
1851
1851
1850
1849
1853
1853
1853
1857
1849
1847
1847
1847
1850
1852
1852
1852
1852
1850
1859
1859

Title of Publication
Wagons West: A Story of the Oregon Trail

Diary of William H. Hampton 1852 an Account of His Trip to California in 1852
Diary, 1850-1910

Journal of A. W. Harlan While Crossing the Plains in 1850

Jacob S. Hayden diary, 1852

Diary of Ezekiel W. Headley when he crossed the plains going to the gold-digging in 1849
Biographical Sketch of Adna A. Hecox

The Story of Margaret M. Hecox

California caravan: the 1846 Overland Trail memoir of Margaret M. Hecox
The Diary of a Pioneer Girl: Sally Hester

To the Land of Gold and Italian Skies

A Gold Hunter, Memoirs of John Berry Hill

Gold: A Story of the Plains in 1850

Cornelius Hills Crosses the Plains

All The Way West

The Cornelius Hills Story (continued)

All The Way West

Crossing the Plains in 1850. Diary of Rev. T. W. Hinds

West Virginia Forty- Niners

Journal of William Hoffman April 13, 1853 to August 1, 1853

An Accurate Observer

Diary of Willian Hoffman 1852-1865 Indiana to Jacksonville, Oregon

Our Family with a Glimpse of Their Pioneer Life

The 1849 California Trail Diaries of Elijah Preston Howell

Lester Hulin's Diary

Excerpts from "The Oskaloosa Company" by Charles George Davis

Day Book or Journal of Lester Hulin, Oregon Trail & Applegate Route, 1847
Journal of a Trip to California

Diary of Mr. William Johnston

Across the Country to California in 1852

William Kahler's Diary 1852

Diary of a Trip to California and Return

A Trip Across the Plains, and Life in California

Notes Concerning the Kelloggs, Battle Creek, Michigan, 1927, 116 p. front pages 53-116

The travels and adventures of Henry Kingman in search of Colorado and California gold, 1859-1865



Last Name
Kirkpatrick

Kleinsorge
Lander
Lander
Lander
Lander
Lane
Lane
Leeper
Loomis
Loomis
Lord

Lord

Lord
Loveland
May
McAuley
McAuley
McBride
McKinstry
McPherson
Menefee
Meyer
Miller
Mills
Montegomery
Moore
Morgan
Morse
Morse
Morse
Mose
Myer
Myer
Myrick

First Name
Charles A.

Charles
Frederick West
Frederick West
Frederick West
Frederick West
S.A.

Samuel A.
David Rohrer
Charles O.

Leander Vaness

Israel Shipman Pelton
Israel Shipman Pelton

Israel Shipman Pelton

Cyrus C.

Richard M.
Elizabeth Ann
Elizabeth Ann
J.C

Byron N.
William Gregg
Arthur M.
George

William Gordon
Laura Woodman
William

Narcissa Cornwall
Wick

EvaS.

EvaS.

EvaS.

Buckskin
Nathaniel
Nathaniel

Elizabeth

Year
1849

1854
1857
1857
1857
1857
1850
1850
1849
1852
1850
1849
1849
1849
1850
1848
1852
1852
1850
1850
1859
1857
1849
1852
1861
1850
1846
1854
1859
1859
1859
1855
1853
1853
1854

Title of Publication
Journal of Charles A. Kirkpatrick

George Kleinsorge: Missouri to California, 1854

Emigrant Guide

Frederick W. Lander and the Lander trail

Maps and Reports of the Fort Kearney, South Pass, and Honey Lake Wagon Road : Letter from the acting Secretary of the Interior
Additional Estimate for Fort Kearney, South Pass, and Honey Lake Wagon Road : Letter from the acting Secretary of the Interior
Diary of a trip overland from Akron Ohio to Sacramento, 1850

Samuel A. Lane's 1850 Journal of the Emigration Across the Prarie to California

The Argonauts of 'Forty- Nine

Diary

A journal of the Birmingham emigrating company; the record of a trip from Birmingham, lowa, to Sacramento, California, in 1850
Journal of Overland Trip to California by Way of the Oregon Trail [1849]

At the Extremity of Civilization : A Meticulously Descriptive Diary of an lllinois Physician's Journey in 1849 along the Oregon Trail to the Goldmines and Cholera of California
A Doctor's Gold Rush Journey to California

California Trail Herd : The 1850 Missouri-to- California Journal of Cyrus C. Loveland

A Sketch of a Migrating Family to California in 1848

original manuscript- 57 pages

lowa to the "Land of Gold"

Diary manuscript

The California Gold Rush Overland Diary of Byron N. McKinstry, 1850-1852

Journal of an Overland Travel

Arthur M. Menefee's Travels Across the Plains, 1857

Autobiography of George Meyer; Oregon, Missouri; Across the Plains with an Ox Team in 1849, His Success in the Gold Fields of California
Journal of William Gordon Miller Written after his arrival in California in 1852 Transcribed by Margaret Wooden

Diary

Journey to Weberville, Calif., By Way of The Oregon Trail

Captain Dunbar's Company 1846 The Applegate Route From Ft. Hall

Guide to California in 1854 Over Land

Grandma's Diary 1859

The Personal Account of Eva S. Morse (The Trek to California in 1859)

Morse family journal details overland trip in 1859

Buckskin Mose; or, Life from the lakes to the Pacific, as actor, circus- rider, detective, ranger, gold-digger, Indian scout, and guide
Journey Into Southern Oregon: Diary of a Pennsylvania Dutchman

lowa to Rogue River Valley, Or pages 6-19

Covered Wagon Women #6 pages 263-281



Last Name First Name Year Title of Publication

Neiman Peter 1864  Diary of Peter Neiman

Norton Maria Elliott 1859  Diary, 1859 manuscript diary 75 pages

Organ W. J. 1849 A Pioneer in the Land of the Setting Sun

Owen EastS. 1852  Journal of an overland journey from Kanesville, lowa to the Feather River in California, 1852
Page Henry 1849  Wagons West: A Story of the Oregon Trail 1930

Paschal Albert G. 1850 Overland Trip to California with an Ox Team, in the Year 1850

Payne James A. 1850 Saint Louis to San Francisco

Peckinpah Elizabeth 1853  Diary, 1853

Pepoon Joseph Benedict 1860 Personal Recollections of Joseph Benedict Pepoon

Perkins Elisha Douglas 1849  Sketches of a Trip from Marietta, Ohio, to the Valley of the Sacramento in the Spring and Summer of 1849
Perkins Elisha Douglas 1849  Gold rush diary, being the journal of Elisha Douglass Perkins on the Overland Trail in the spring and summer of 1849
Pickett Belinda Cooley 1853  Covered Wagon Days

Pierce Elias Davidson 1849 The Pierce Chronicle....Personal Reminiscences of E D Pierce as ranscribed by Lou A Larrick
Pigman Walter Griffith 1850 The journal of Walter Griffith Pigman

Platt P. L. and Nelson Slater 1852  Travelers' guide across the Plains, upon the overland route to California

Pleasants William James 1849  Twice Across the Plains 1849 . . 1856

Potter Theodore Edgar 1852  The Autobiography of Theodore Edgar Potter : An American Adventure

Pringle Octavius 1846  Octavius Pringle - 1846- 47

Pringle Virgil Kellogg 1846  Diary of Virgil K. Pringle, 1846

Pringle Virgil Kellogg 1846  Over the Applegate Trail to Oregon in 1846, 1993

Pritchard Capt. James Avery 1849  The Overland Diary of James A. Pritchard from Kentucky to California in 1849

Ramsay Alexander 1849  Alexander Ramsay's Gold Rush Diary

Randall J.D. 1852  Daily Journal of J. D. Randall

Read George Willis 1850 A pioneer of 1850, George Willis Read, 1819-1880

Reber Thomas 1854  Journal by Thomas Reber, Across the Plains, 1854, Vol 1 and Vol 2

Reed Dr. Calvin 1847  Pioneer Reminiscence of Mrs. Hortense Applegate

Rhodes Joseph 1850 Joseph Rhodes and the California Gold Rush

Richey James 1854  ATrip Across the Plains in 1854

Riddle George W. 1851  History of Early Days in Oregon

Royal Barbara Ebby 1853  Two Circuit Riders' Wives

Royal John Henry Bascom 1853  Journal of Crossing the Plains in 1853

Royal John Henry Bascom 1853  Royal Way West, Vol 2, Crossing the Plains, 1853

Royal Mary Ann Stanley 1853  Mary Ann Royal, Wife of Rev. T. F. Royal

Royal Rev. Thomas Fletcher 1853  Royal Way West, Vol 2, Crossing the Plains, 1853

Royal Rev. William 1853  Royal Way West, Vol 2, Crossing the Plains, 1853



Last Name
Rule

Sawyer
Sawyer
Schaefer
Sedgley
Shaw
Shepherd
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Snow
Snyder
St. Clair
Stansbury
Stearns
Steele
Steele
Tappan
Tate
Taylor
Taylor
Thomas
Thompson
Thornton
Thornton
Thornton
Tinker
Todd
Toole

Trotter

First Name
John Thomas

Lorenzo
Lorenzo
Jacob
Joseph
Elizur
Dr.JamesSS.
Angeline (Crews)
Charles W.
Edward
Ellen

Ellen

G. A

Henry
Ignatius
Taylor N.
Jacob Rink
H.C.
Howard
Orson Avery
John

John

Henry
Colonel James
Rachel
William E.
Dr. William
William
Jessy Quinn
Jessy Quinn
Jessy Quinn
Charles
Marquis de Lafayette
Daniel

Susan

Year
1850

1850
1850
1849
1849
1862
1850
1846
1850
1848
1846
1846
1852
1846

1859
1845
1849
1849
1853
1850
1854
1849
1849
1853
1846
1849
1850
1846
1846
1846
1849
1859
1846
1857

Title of Publication
Journal Across the Plains from Wisconsin to California

Way sketches; containing incidents of travel across the plains from St. Joseph to California in 1850, with Letters describing life and conditions in the gold region
History of the life of Lorenzo Sawyer: A Character Study

Journey from Rockford, lllinois, to California, 1849, by J. Schaefer

Overland to California in 1849

Emigrant Life on the Plains 1862

Journal of Travel Across the Plains to California and Guide to the Future Emigrant
Recollection of 1846, in William Smith Family Papers

Journal of a Trip to California

A Journal of Scenes and Incidents on a Journey from Missouri to California in 1848
A Brief Sketch and History of an Oregon Pioneer

Ellen Smith

Journal

Henry Smith - 1846

Letter about Shepherd Train deaths

Diary of Taylor N. Snow, Hoosier Fifty-Niner

The diary of Jacob R. Snyder, written while crossing the plains to California in 1845
Journal of a Tour to California

Exploration and Survey of the Valley of the Great Salt Lake of Utah

Orson Avery Stearns 1843-1926

Across the Plains in 1850

The traveler's companion through the great interior

The Gold Rush Diary of Henry Tappan

Diary of Colonel James Tate 1849

Royal Way West, Vol 2, Crossing the Plains, 1853

Diary of William E. Taylor

Diary of Dr. William Thomas 1849

Journal

Oregon and California in 1848, Vol 1

Occasional Address

Five Months and 2,000 Miles to Oregon

Charles Tinker's journal; a trip to California in 1849

Excerpts from Journal and Letter

Overland in 1846 Vol 2, pages 631-632

From Missouri to California From the Diary of Susan Trotter



Last Name
TRUE

TRUE
Turnbull
Van Schaick
Violette
Wagner
Wakefield
Walker
Ware
Waters
Watkins
Wayman
Webster
Wheeler
Wilkins
Wilkins
Wilkinson
Williams
Williams
Williams
Willis
Wistar
Wixom
Wolcott
Wood
Woodhams
Woods
Woodson

Woolley

First Name
Charles Frederick

Charles Frederick
Thomas

Holmes D.

M. A.

William

Albert

Juliette

Joseph E.
Nimrod Leslie
Theophilus

Dr. John Hudson
Kimball

George N.
James F.

James F.

JA.

JohnT.

Joseph

Velina Stearns
John F.

Isaac Jones
William Wallace
Lucian M.
Joseph Warren
William H.
Andrew
Rebecca Hildreth Nutting

Lell Hawley

Year
1859

1859
1852
1852
1849
1852
1862
1862
1848
1850
1852
1852
1849
1850
1849
1849
1859
1850
1853
1853
1850
1849
1851
1850
1849
1854
1850
1850
1849

Title of Publication
Covered Wagon Pioneers

The Overland Memoir of Charles Frederick True: A Teenager on the California Trail, 1859

T. Turnbull's Travels from the United States Across the Plains to California

Diary, 1852

Forty-Niner's Journal of a Trip Overland from Missouri to California; Daily Record of Route and Distances; Life at the Digging
Journal of an Ox Team Driver While Crossing the Plains "En Route" for California via Independence, Laramie and Karson Valley
Journal of Albert Wakefield, May 17, 1862

Crossing the Plains in 1862

The Emigrant's guide to California, 1932

Nimrod Waters and His Journal; California Gold Seekers 1850

Theophilus Watkins 1852 Diary: California Trail

A doctor on the California trail; the diary of Dr. John Hudson Wayman from Cambridge City, Indiana, to the gold fields in 1852
The Gold Seekers of '49; A Personal Narrative of the Overland Trail and Adventures in California and Oregon from 1849 to 1854
Journal from April 30, 1850 to January 21, 1851, Detailing Trip Overland from Hudson, Ohio to Marysville, CA, via South Pass and Sublette's Cutoff
Diary, May 6 — October 5, 1849

An Artist on the Overland Trail

Journal: Across the Plains in 1859, 8 March to 23 August 1859

Journal of John T. Williams, 1850

CROSSING THE PLAINS DIARY OF JOSEPH WILLIAMS OF BLOOMING GROVE, MORROW COUNTY, OHIO, WHO CROSSED THE PLAINS ON FOOT IN 1853
Diary of a Trip Across the Plains, 1853

John F. Willis papers, 1849-1915

Autobiography of Isaac Jones Wistar 1827-1905

W. W. Wixom's Journal

Journal of a Trip Across the Plains from St. Joseph to California

transcript of California diary, 1849-1853

The Diary of William H. Woodhams, 1852-1854

Diary Kept by Andrew Woods of Bellevue, Jackson County, lowa 10 pages

A Sketch of the Life of Rebecca Hildreth Nutting Woodson

California, 1849-1913; or, The rambling sketches and experiences of sixty-four years' residence in that state



